Edythe "Boozie" McMahan
September 22, 1926 - November 20, 2021

Lifelong resident of Jackson County, Oklahoma, Edythe Joy "Boozie" McMahan, passed
away on Saturday, November 20, 2021 at the age of 95. Services will be at 2:00 PM on
Wednesday, November 24, 2021 at the Kincannon Memorial Chapel with a reception to
follow. There will be a private family burial.
Edythe Joy “Boozie” Howard was born into a 3rd generation Pioneer family in Jackson
County. She was the youngest of 6 children. Boozie still owned farmland by the Navajo
Mountains that her grandparents homesteaded in 1902. She attended Altus schools, Altus
Junior College, and Stephens College in Columbia, Missouri. In 1951 she married her best
friend and love of her life, John Boyd McMahan, and they had 2 sons, Robert and Kyle,
both of whom she adored.
Boozie was very involved in her son’s lives as well as civic clubs and organizations to
include PTA, United Way, KAY club leader, All-Sports Association, Aldonian Club, Mother’s
Club, Museum of the Western Prairie, and the First Baptist Church. She was the first
woman elected to the Altus City Council where she served 2 terms. She then ran for
Mayor of Altus and served in that capacity for 8 years. During those years Boozie worked
for the city to ensure economic growth, development of the industrial park, beautification
of the city, and youth baseball & basketball programs, to name a few. Christmas in the
Park was her baby – she really loved that project because it brought so much happiness
to the people. She was also responsible for the Altus Community Center, commonly
referred to as “Boozie’s Barn.” She felt that her biggest accomplishment was the reduction
of a $42 million payment of Tom Steed Reservoir to $13 million. When she stepped down
as Mayor, the city had a surplus of $4.5 million.
As we all know, Boozie truly enjoyed helping people. As mayor she had an open-door
policy so that no one had to make an appointment to see her. Many people remember her
as The People’s Mayor.
Other than politics, Boozie loved to peruse estate sales and garage sales with her close
friend, Kim. She had a great love of antiques, historical documents, and old books &
photographs. Her house was full of her beloved treasures. And one could drive by her
house at any time of year and know that she loved decorating outside for all the holidays.

She was fiercely loyal & patriotic and loved her city and America.
During World War II, Boozie was at every bus that left with young men from Altus. She
never missed a bus even if it left in the middle of the night. Another interesting thing is that
she would kick the door open every day and say, “Hello, World, I’m coming at you!”
Boozie held a special place in her heart for her grandchildren - Cole, Matt, Megan, and Ali
– and great-grandchildren Luke & Madelynn McMahan and Megan & Ali’s children. They
all brought her much joy for a large part of her life. Debra Hull, Boozie’s niece, was a great
comfort to her in her latter years and they had a strong and loving relationship. Boozie
considered Debra as her daughter. And, of course, there was Tommy, her Corgi dog. She
and John Boyd loved and spoiled him every day of his life.
A very special thank-you to Kim Rumschlag who was Boozie’s close friend and partner in
treasure hunting! Kim decorated Boozie’s room at Tamarack and helped take care of her
almost daily until she passed. Kim had been reading the Bible to her these past few
months. She remained by Boozie’s side until the very end and was with her as she
transitioned from her life on earth into her eternal life with her lord and savior Jesus Christ.
Kim was a blessing to Boozie and her family – they are very grateful to her.
The family would also like to thank Maggie and her staff at Tamarack Assisted Living
Center. They treated our mom with extreme love and compassion for her entire stay there
and went above & beyond our expectations. Boozie loved & appreciated the staff and told
us how good they were to her – she never wanted to be anywhere else. Thank you for
your kindness to our mom.
Boozie McMahan was truly one-of-a- kind and will be missed by many. Please make
donations to Altus Animal Welfare Association, 2204 Enterprise Drive, or the Museum of
the Western Prairie.
Online tributes may be made at kincannonfuneralhome.com

Events
NOV
24

Memorial Service

02:00PM

Kincannon Memorial Chapel
3020 N. Main Street, Altus, OK, US, 73521

NOV
24

Reception

03:00PM

Kincannon Memorial Chapel
3020 N. Main Street, Altus, OK, US, 73521

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Kincannon Funeral Home - November 24, 2021 at 02:30 PM

“

An external video has been added.

Kincannon Funeral Home - November 23, 2021 at 03:47 PM

“

She was a really sweet person, always had a smile for me when I would run into her
in a store or on the streets. She didn’t know me personally but that didn’t matter. Rest
well Miss Boozie.

Rollanda Lewis - November 27, 2021 at 05:52 PM

“

Condolences to her family, rest well Miss Boozie McMahan. Awesome Mayor! 🥰
Rollanda Lewis - November 27, 2021 at 05:56 PM

“

Best mayor ever and lovely person! She was always very kind to me and concerned
about what I was doing. I will miss seeing her around town and chatting with her. My
sincere condolences to her family.

Tyrone Walker - November 24, 2021 at 02:51 PM

“

Katie Parr lit a candle in memory of Edythe "Boozie" McMahan

Katie Parr - November 24, 2021 at 12:59 PM

“

Boozie was a wonderful lady! So sweet and willing to help anyone who needed it.
While I was in grade school, Eugene Field, she would dress as a witch and bring
apples for everyone! Such a loving lady! We will miss her!

Susan Bradley - November 23, 2021 at 01:29 PM

“

Boozie was my mother's beloved Aunt, and truly her North Star. I like to think that the
best of what people can be resided in her and John Boyd. Regrettably I did not have
a chance to know aunt Boozie or John Boyd in a deep way, but can rest easy
knowing that they were kind, fair, and honest people, who shared their love and joy
with everyone they knew, in a set of lives that were truly well lived.

Joe Hull IV - November 23, 2021 at 11:49 AM

“

I think it you lived in Altus, not just grew up in Altus, but lived at any point in your life
in Altus, you knew who Boozie was and if you didn't you would soon know. Never
was there ever anyone who made Altus so appealing and homey as Boozie. She
was a friend to my mom and such an all inclusive person. A definite ICON that will be
missed. This time in life is so hard for so many. Thank you, Boozie. Your Legacy will
live on!!

Robbin Beasley - November 23, 2021 at 10:20 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Boozie's passing. She truly was "the people's Mayor"! Loved by
all who knew her. She will be missed by many!

Arvella Wall - November 23, 2021 at 12:02 AM

“

Keith & Tresha Wilson purchased the Large Basket Garden for the family of Edythe
"Boozie" McMahan.

Keith & Tresha Wilson - November 22, 2021 at 09:44 PM

“

We "Stanfill kids" had beautiful Christmas tree decorations and wrapping paper,
bows, etc. the day after Christmas as we ran down to her alley to gather everything
up to use for many years after. Boozie was a gracious, loving woman/neighbor that
we all loved. Prayers for her family. Lila Stanfill Hoover

Lila Stanfill Hoover - November 22, 2021 at 07:49 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Edythe "Boozie" McMahan.

November 22, 2021 at 04:50 PM

“

All of us at Council Oaks in Tulsa are sending our love and sympathy to this
wonderful family. We have all heard the stories about Debra Hull's Aunt Boozie and
we know she will be missed by all.

Deborah Bright - November 22, 2021 at 04:35 PM

“

The Barthelmes Foundation purchased the Dawn of Remembrance Basket for the
family of Edythe "Boozie" McMahan.

The Barthelmes Foundation - November 22, 2021 at 04:30 PM

“

She was a blessing to our city of Altus. I remember when she would come to my
Dad’s, Bruce Roberts, Drive-In and buy a cooked hamburger patty for her dog. We
all got a kick out of that and thought lucky dog. Prayers for her family.
Susie Roberts Skaggs

Susie Skaggs - November 22, 2021 at 12:10 PM

“

Boozie was a blessing and a mentor to many young ladies growing up in Altus,
including myself. I will never forget her. Sallie Jo loved her so much, and we were
fortunate enough to visit with her at Tamarack in her later years. May her family and
friends find comfort and peace knowing she’s in the arms of the Savior now.

Leeanne Carder - November 22, 2021 at 10:40 AM

“

I served on the Economic Development committee with Boozie during a very exciting
time when we brought in BAR S. She had been a friend for years and always loved
her and her family.She treated everyone with kindness and respect and love.

Teresa Butchee - November 22, 2021 at 08:27 AM

“

I have known John Boyd & Boozie since 1954 when I serviced his car while he bought
cattle at the sale barn. He & Boozie treated me as tho I was theirs. God now has another
Angle to be with her JB
Phil Garrison - November 22, 2021 at 03:41 PM

“

There can be only one 1st lady of Altus, and Boozie was the best. The best at
whatever she set her mind to. Altus loved her and she love it right back. To me she
will be one of the legends that will out live the city of Altus! You will be missed.

Butch Smith - November 21, 2021 at 10:35 PM

“

To Kyle and Bobby , Sorry to hear of a great loss to your family. BOOZIE was a
sweet person and she help others in Altus. She will dbe missed by all. Sending our
Condolences and prayers to the family. Avey Rico and family

Avey Rico - November 21, 2021 at 08:50 PM

“

Such a wonderful lady! Sending prayers for all who loved Boozie and most especially
her family. <3

Sherrie Richardson-Miller - November 21, 2021 at 08:16 PM

“

Boozie was a blessed 1st Lady of Altus. She mentored many a high-school girl
including me. RIP Boozie, prayers for all the family.

Wayline Cline McGrath - November 21, 2021 at 08:12 PM

“

I am one of her name sakes. My mother abd father were great friends of Boozie and
John. Truly the First Lady of Altus She will be greatly missed. Lifting the family up in
prayer.

LaJoy (Brown) Ratliff - November 21, 2021 at 07:40 PM

“

Boozie made me feel wanted in K.A.Y. Club and was really interested in all our lives.
I had so much respect for her. A truly great lady! God Speed, Boozie.

Pamela Russell - November 21, 2021 at 07:13 PM

“

A special lady to Altus and all who knew her. Freddie Creed

Freddie Creed - November 21, 2021 at 06:43 PM

“

One of Altus’ truest ladies. She will be missed!

Debbie Hill - November 21, 2021 at 09:21 AM

“

My sister and I visited with Boozie last March when we’re in Altus for a meeting. She was
as gracious as always and interested in what was going on. She will be greatly missed by
many. Jane La Gree
Jane La Gree - November 21, 2021 at 03:46 PM

“

My husband worked with Boozie and the city of Altus and he respected and loved her very
much. Everyone did
patricia camp - November 22, 2021 at 09:02 AM

“

Boozie, I can feel your hugs and your kiss on my cheek. You always have me
encouraging words and I loved your pink apartment at Tamarack. You fought a good
fight and you always kept the Spirit of love. To the family Boozie left a Legacy that
will never be forgotten. It was a pleasure taking care of her at Tamarack. Rest on
Boozie until we meet again. Love, Sandra Callins

Sandra - November 21, 2021 at 08:41 AM

“

Boozie was a dear sweet woman.. and a long time friend of mine & my family. Her
passing is bitter sweet. Its heartbreaking that she has passed away... but I know she
loved the Lord Jesus and is now with him. I look forward to seeing Boozie in Heaven
soon... as I anxiously anticipate the Rapture in the near future... where we will again
see all our loved ones & friends who had accepted Jesus as their Savior.

David Sherwood - November 21, 2021 at 07:42 AM

“
“

A comment was posted by Jane LaGree not Jane Gree
Jane La Gree - November 21, 2021 at 03:48 PM

A wonderful and faithful woman who served others her whole life!
Georgan Wallace Reitmeier
Georgan Wallace Reitmeier - November 21, 2021 at 05:47 PM

“

Boozie was a woman who made everything and everyone she met better for knowing her!
She epitomized a leader and friend to all. She was one of a kind.
peggy Mc Pherson Hopper - November 21, 2021 at 06:44 PM

“

Kyle and Bobby you and your families are in my prayers. My family and I enjoyed much
laughter with Boozie. Heaven gained an angel.
Love,
Koko Kouri Sparks
Koko Sparks - November 21, 2021 at 09:24 PM

“

Boozie was one in a million! Always smiling, kind and caring. She was my K.A.Y. club
sponsor all through high school. She loved people and she loved her town. Prayers for
peace and comfort for all of the family. Much love and extra big hugs.
Love,
Rita Cope Yates "Missy"
Rita Yates - November 22, 2021 at 12:25 AM

“

An Altus treasure of whom I will miss, especially at estate sales.
Jana Riggs - November 22, 2021 at 05:24 PM

